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CASEY ACKNOWLEDGES BACKLOG IN SECURITY RECHECKS FOR INTELLIGENCE WORKERS
BY MICHAEL J. SNIFFEN
WASHINGTON:

1A Director William Casey acknowledges that, despite rising cancern over
Intelligen S, every U.S. intelligence agency he oversees 1s behind
sChedule 1n reinvestigating its employees for Security risks.

Casey blamed a recent Spate of intelligence leaks an "a breakdown in
discipline in the gavernment, primarily." But he said to solve the problem
0fficials need far news organizations to exercise restraint in Publishing
secrets leaked to them, while the gaovernment tries tg get its own house 1n
order. ‘

headquarters on Thursday. Appearing with him were Lt. Gen, William Qdom ) STAT
director of the National Security Agency, and CIA Deputy Director Robert M

Cates.

During the Interview, the officials played down their recent threats of
criminal prosecution against news organizations which print secrets about the

gathering of communications Intelligence and even backed off slightly from a
warning they had issued only the night befare to reparters covering the
esplonage trial of former NSA cOmmunications expert Ronalg Pelton.

Casey said, "uWe récagnize that the first line of defense is to increase
discipline within government itself, tg control the flow of sensitive
Information within the government."'He was asked whether the U.S. intelligence
agencies he supervisegs as director of central Intelligence, which Includes
virtually all of them, were years gehind schedule in conducting routine riew
polygraph tests ang background checks of .their employees.

"I think they're tehing Schedule, yeah. But it varies haow far, " Casey said.

Odom responded: "That's the kind of question | gon't want tg pursue."Last

year, the gavernment admitted in federal court that Larry Wu-tai Chin, a Chinese
communist spy inside CIA far three decades, had taken anly one polygraph

test after he was emplayed, although CIA tries to redg them every five years,
Chin passed the test, even though he had amassed extensive persanal holdings
that could have been picked up by a reinvestigation.

Nevertheless, (asey said, "We're adding resgures right along. It's a long
process. You've got to train polygraphers."The Pentagaon, which trains the
largest number of government palygraph gperators, has testified that 1t can anly
manage to conduct 3,500 additional tests each year. There are 4.3 million
federal employees with dccess ta classified information.

"It's not something we can do overnight," Gates said. "But effgrts are under

way."(Casey said he and Odom had taken extragrdinary steps in the 1last several
wWeeks to dissuade news organizations from publishing Intelligence secrets
because: "Every methad we have of obtaining intelligence - our agents, our
relationships with other intelligence services, our photographlc, aur
electranic, our communications capabilities _ have been damaged. Everyone of
them has been severely damaged by disclosures of sensitive infaormation that lets
Our adversaries defeat those capabilities and to literally take them away from
us.
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"This 15 costing the taxpayers billions and billions of dollars and, mare
importantly, Americans' and our national security are at risk."Casey ang Gates
BOth said there were agents who had not been heard from after the;p
intelllgence-gathering Qperations had been disclosed in this cuntry, They
declined to provide details.

Complaining that news organizations had unfairly accused the government gof

trying to restrict freedom of the press, Gates described what the Intelligence
officials were seeking.,

"What we're after s ... an acceptance of the notion that the med:a does have
a responsibility ta the country to be careful about these kinds gf things.

"And second, to convey to you all that when you hear these things which we
are trying to stop caming out of the gaovernment ... that you be willing to
consult with us. Hopefully if it is a Serious problem we can Persuade you not to
use 1t at all. But if you insist on going ahead-7.. to try to develap a wav of
conveying what you want tg say that minimizes the damage and the rjsk to our
sgurces."The interview came as administration saurces, insisting on ananymity,
described the Justice Department as extremely reluctant tog comply with Casey's

spled and never against a news organization, and the sources said Justice
believed 1t would be Very difficult to convict a news organization.

A day earlier, Casey and Odam had cautioned reporters at the Pelton trial in
Baltimore "against speculation ang reparting details beyond the information
actually released at trial."Legal experts Inside anc cutside the government
qulickly pointed out that the gavernment had no power to regulate "speculatign®
Dy news organizations.

Although they camplained about the criticism of their statement, both Casey
and Odom tempered the remarks a bit on Thursday.

"If 1 had 1t to do aver again, I might not use that ~40rd, "Casey said. "I
might use 'extrapalation."'Odom added, "There's nothing in there that says we're
going to try to prosecute anybody based on speculatian."White House spokesman
Edward Djerejian taold reporters today, "Speculation s 3 very laose term and 1n
NC way do we mean tg imply by the use of speculation prior press censorship or
N any way infringing on the freedom af the press to report i1nformation and
events. I do 'igrez that a better word than speculation could have teen
found."Casey and ddom were asked why 1n the Peltan trial the gavernment :s
atrempting t3 srotect Information that 1s widely known to U.S. reporters and
widely belie.ec -2 be known to the Saoviet Union - Such as the wlretapping by
U.S. agents af tzlephones at the Soviet Embassy here.

Odam said tne gavernment was faced with the danger of glving up a series of

seemingly 1nnocuous pieces of Information "fact by fact until you cross through
tne line withaut ever kngwing 1t, and the accumulation of facts adds Up to 3 new
body of infarmation.®
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